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of the enjoyment of capital with the enjoyment
of some portion of the products of it, the good of
the individual capitalist is identified with the
good of the community; for it will, in that case,
be the object of all capitalists to raise the pro-
ductivity of all capital to a maximum; while a
system which would compel the possessor, if he is
to enjoy his capital at all, to do so by diminishing
its substance and allowing its powers to dwindle,
would identify the only advantage he could
possibly get for himself with the impoverishment
of everybody else, and ultimately of himself also.

But the crucial facts of the case have not been
exhausted yet. There are few phenomena of any
complex society which are not traceable to more
causes than one, or at least to one cause which
presents itself under different aspects. Such is
the case with interest. Its origin, its functions,
and its justification, in the modern world, must be
considered under an aspect, at which hitherto we
have only glanced.

Throughout the present discussion we have been
assuming that the questions at issue turn ulti-
mately on the character of human motive. On
both sides it has been assumed that men of excep-
tional powers will not produce exceptional amounts
of wealth, unless they are allowed the right of
enjoying some substantial proportion of it This
is a psychological truth which, together with its
social consequences, has been dealt with elaborately
in two of our earlier chapters. It was there shown